
ORLANDO  YOUTH AVIATION CENTER November 2009 

Upcoming Events 
 
Chapter Meeting Nov 17, Tues 
 Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
 Showalter Flying Service, Orlando Exec 
 
Young Eagles Rally Nov 28, Sat 
 Flying 9 am—11 am 
 Showalter Flying Service, Orlando Exec 
 
Chapter Christmas Party Dec 15, Tues 
 Cocktails 6:30 pm, Dinner 7:30 pm 
 Location TBD 
 
Chapter Meeting Jan 19, Tues 
 Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
 Showalter Flying Service, Orlando Exec 
 
Young Eagles Rally Jan 23, Sat 
 Flying 9 am—11 am 
 Showalter Flying Service, Orlando Exec 

A Full Pattern  
It’s been a busy season...with more to come 

Next Meeting Tue, Nov. 17, 7:30 pm  
 

Program 
AOPA Interactive Seminar 

 

Tarmac Time 6:30 pm 
Tim Sweeney & Jim Buchan’s Rans S-6 

 
 

Showalter Flying Service, Orlando Executive Airport  

Clubhouse  
 
Speaking of the Showalter’s generosity, we have a new club-
house in the making. This will give a big boost to the Chap-
ter, allowing us a place to gather, hold events and attract 
new members. Bruce Hotz  and Tim Sweeney  have been 
getting things organized for the renovation, and will soon be 
seeking extra hands to begin the effort. On page 4 of this 
newsletter is a sketch of the current floor plan. At the meet-
ing on Tuesday, we’ll be talking about how we want to mod-
ify it to fit the Chapter’s needs. 
 
If you haven’t been able to get more involved lately, you’ve 
been missing out—and missed. But, there are plenty more 
opportunities coming up to get into the fun. 
 
See you at the meeting. 

A Salute & Thanks To Our Veterans! 

T hey say things are slowing down in aviation, but it’s 
pretty hard to tell from this season’s calendar. We have 

been BUSY. 
 
NBAA  
 
Thanks very much to everyone who participated in NBAA 
activities. Once again, members acted as gate attendants 
for Showalter. It doesn’t seem like a big thing, but it gives us 
a small way to repay Showalter for all their support and gen-
erosity. 
 
Led by Dave Berelsman  several of the Chapter members 
also helped out EAA with moving the sweepstakes Husky 
from Fantasy of Flight to the convention center and helping 
man EAA’s booth. 
 
Everyone who took a gate shift or helped out EAA was able 
to tour the static display at Orlando Executive and get into 
the exhibits at the Convention Center. 
 
Young Eagles & OYAC  
 
You may recall that in September Carolyn Biter  put to-
gether a great Young Eagles Rally where we flew 122 kids. 
We’ll be flying again on the 28th of this month at Orlando 
Executive. The weather should be good (cross your fingers) 
and it’s always fun to get together with everyone on a Satur-
day morning. 
 
The students of the Orlando Youth Aviation Center’s fall 
“Introduction to Aviation” class series just took their gradua-
tion flights this month (see the article on page 2). The Chap-
ter members participating in OYAC activities can be very 
proud of their efforts to help fire the imagination of kids. 
 
Flying Everywhere  
 
It hasn’t been all work (although none of it seemed like 
“work”). Members have been exercising the gift of flight. 
Most weekends see excursions to one of the many pancake 
breakfasts being held around the state. A number of mem-
bers found their way to Bob White Field for their annual pic-
nic (photo on page 3). 



Young Eagles 

Back In The Air This Month  
Next Rally Nov. 28 at ORL 

A fter a great season opener in Sep-
tember, our next Young Eagles 

Rally is set for Saturday, Nov. 28, at 
Orlando Executive. 
 
The date is one week later than we 
would normally fly, but had to be post-
poned due to construction work affect-
ing rwy 7-25 at ORL. Work is expected 
to be complete by Nov. 23, or earlier. 
 
As usual, we’ll stage the rally on the 
Showalter ramp and handle registration 
and dispatch from the large meeting 
room. Since September’s turnout was a 
little overwhelming, less promotion will 
be done and we’ll know how many 
rides we can realistically offer as soon 
as our chief pilot, Mike Sills , gets com-
mitments from the pilots who will fly. 
 
At press time, we’re expecting kids 
from Howard Jr. High School’s aviation 
program and maybe more school kids 
from Kissimmee. Barbara Walters-
Phillips  has also issued invitations to 

the kids she teaches. 
 
If you’re a pilot who can fly that week-
end, please contact Mike at 
mikepilot1@earthlink.net. 
 
Carolyn Biter , our Young Eagles Coor-
dinator, has sent out the word for volun-
teers. So far, only three people have 
said they could come, so don’t be shy. 
People are needed for registration and 
escorts. 
 
While we don’t expect quite the crowd 
we had at the first rally this season, 
we’re looking forward to providing each 
child a great experience. Still, please 
invite your neighbors and friends to 
bring their kids and grandkids. 
 
EAA 74 is among the top 10 chapters in 
the country for the number of Young 
Eagle rides we have given over the 
years. It’s a record to be proud of—let’s 
all get together on the 28th and add to 
the total. 

15 Graduate OYAC Class 

A  bunch of very happy kids rode out 
choppy conditions with big smiles 

on their graduation flight from the Or-
lando Youth Aviation Center’s Introduc-
tion to Aviation course. 
 
Pilots Dave Berelsman, Tom Cam-
man, Bob Caime, Greg Gent  and 
Dave Wilson  flew the kids on a three-
leg course starting at Orlando Execu-
tive, flying to Leesburg, then Kissim-
mee, then back to Orlando. That gives 
each student a chance to handle the 
controls a bit while students in the back 
seat keep an eye on the chart and 
course. 
 
The sun shone brightly for the day’s 
flight, but nature—with it’s sense of hu-
mor—decided to add a bit of flavor with 
winds from about 12-13 kts gusting up 
to 22 from 60 to 90 degrees. To com-
plete the scene, everyone arrived at 
ORL to discover that runway 7 was 
closed for construction, leaving 13 the 
only other choice. The pilots handled 
their planes well in the crosswind and 

the kids seemed to think it was just fine. 
 
The eight-week course has become im-
mensely popular with all seats filling up 
quickly for each of three sessions of-
fered every year. 
 
The kids are taught basic aerodynam-
ics, model building and aircraft con-
struction, airport and tower operations 
(with a visit to Orlando’s tower), radio 
communications, chart reading, 
weather and they plan their cross-
country graduation flight. 
 
Louie Turek  and Barbara Walters-
Phillips  lead the program that is made 
possible by instructors Brian Wavra, 
Bob Kosar, Robert White, Greg Vo-
gelpohl, Tim Sweeney, Jim Buchan, 
Jerry Lutz, Don Mclendon  and Jim 
Thomas . Also making the program 
possible is Showalter Flying Service for 
generously allowing the use of their big 
meeting room for the classes. Students 
pay a nominal fee of $35 to cover mate-
rials. 

Two very happy students from OYAC’s fall 
class pose for photos after their graduation 
flight with Dave Berelsman. 

The next class series begins Jan. 9, 
2010 and meets for eight consecutive 
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. The 
instructors love having people come by 
to help out—mostly just answering 
questions and helping explain basic 
principles to the kids. It’s actually a lot 
of fun. 
 
If you’d like to assist, or even teach a 
class, please contact Barbara at flypat-
barb@aol.com, or Louie at aero-
space_pilot@yahoo.com. 

Christmas Party 
Planning 

O kay, so we’re a little behind the 
curve this season when it comes 

to planning the Chapter’s Christmas 
party. Which is to say that we haven’t 
picked out a place, yet. 
 
Barbara Walters-Phillips  has checked 
into Dubsdread Country Club on Par 
Ave. near Edgewater Dr., and will give 
us the details at the meeting (Tuesday, 
Nov. 17). 
 
In addition to everyone being busy this 
year, we’re also finding that prices have 
increased (where haven’t they?), so we 
have to make some decisions at the 
meeting. Which is to say, please be 
sure to be there. Bring your opinions 
and, if you have any great ideas for 
partying, bring those, too. 
 
The party will be on Dec. 15, our usual 
meeting night. As it’s a Tuesday, we 
should be able to still make reserva-
tions. If you plan to come and can’t 
make the meeting send an email with 
the number you’re brining to webmas-
ter@EAA74.org. 



Bob Hayden 
Plane Talk 

W ell, it's that time of year again, 
when what passes for winter in 

the Orlando area begins to show signs 
of itself. 
 
Lawn mowing shifts from every week to 
maybe twice a month, some of the 
mosquitoes go away, and the call of the 
snowbird is heard in all directions. It is 
Harvest Timer, sorta, and stuff ripens 
and is picked, plucked, dug, or shaken. 
Bears in the Ocala National Forest  get 
ready for a couple of days or so of hi-
bernation, and a general move South is 
somewhat more popular with the avian 
population. 
 
This brings us to some of the local 
denizens who realize that cooler times 
are at hand, but like it here too much to 
leave, so they look for some snug cor-
ners close to home. Guess what is just 
jammed with nice, dark, cozy places for 
various bugs and the little warm fuzzies 
to snuggle down in. Of course - your (or 
anybody else's) airplane is the hostel of 
choice. This is where us aviators need 
to get interested 
 
As the more alert amongst the group 
have already figured out, I have ad-

Bugged By The Season  
Keep unwanted passengers out of the plane 

body goes flying, and pulls the vent 
open. Bingo, a fistful of really irritated 
wildlife gets blown through the vent into 
pilot's faces, down shirt collars, up the 
legs of shorts or under skirts, and pan-
demonium breaks out. 
 
In all the screaming, swearing, and flail-
ing around, people occasionally forget 
to fly the airplane and bad things hap-
pen. Similar happenings occur when 
guests get into the rear fuselage and 
then move forward. 
 
So, what to do? A really thorough, care-
ful pre-flight check is the thing that 
comes to mind, and don't forget the 
wheel fairings when you do one. If you 
don't have a pitot cover, get one and 
use it. Here's hoping you never find 
anything unpleasant, or if you do, you 
immediately take care of it, remember  
me and this article fondly, and invite me 
to pool parties, barbecues, and other 
festivities as an indication of apprecia-
tion. It could happen... 
 
Have fun out there. 
 
                           Bob  

dressed this subject before, but it's time 
to do it again. Regardless of what par-
ticular orifice of an airplane a group of 
bugs decide to enter, I can think of ab-
solutely nothing good that happens 
when they do move in, but a lot of really 
undesirable stuff comes to mind. Some 
of it can even kill you, or make you hurt 
yourself. 
 
Many of us fly aircraft with fresh air 
vents that are basically open to the free 
air outside without hindrance - no 
screens, barriers, or anything to strain 
out anything but air. Piper, and one or 
two others, have put screens across 
the fresh air inlets, but they only stop 
the relatively big stuff, and quite a few 
are just a straight pipe into the cabin. 
Cessnas in particular have a potentially 
dangerous vent system. 
 
Consider the joy in the hearts of various 
wasps or hornets who find a nice, con-
venient, dark and protected entrance 
into the leading edge of a wing, and 
move in. This being the cooler part of 
the year and all, the cabin air vents in 
the wing root area inside the cabin are 
closed, so the newcomers are not dis-
turbed until things get warmer, some-

Where We’ve Been Flying 

A  number of Chapter members gathered with other pilots and flying nuts on 
Oct. 31st for the annual picnic at Bob White Field. Edith Lindsay  stands next 

to Real Dupuis  and his RV-6A on a very full flight line. Besides hamburgers and 
hot dogs, we were treated to a near perfect day on a beautiful grass field. 

Want To Direct? 

A ren’t you pretty sure that some of  
your ideas are at least as good—

maybe better—than most you’ve 
heard? Haven’t you ever thought, 
“Why, if I was making the decision, 
I’d....” Here comes your chance. 
 
Each year two directorships expire, and 
we elect two more for a three-year 
term. One of the 2009 slots is currently 
held by Robert White. The other is va-
cant. 
 
You’ve been hanging around for a 
while. This is your chance to have a 
real influence on where the Chapter is 
going. Not to mention yet another op-
portunity to hang out with other pilots 
and talk airplanes. 
 
Come to the meeting. Put your hat in 
the ring. 



Help Make Plans 
We’re moving ahead on our new clubhouse. Bruce Hotz  and Tim Sweeney  have 
been doing some work needed before we begin renovations. Here is the current layout 
of the clubhouse. At this month’s Chapter meeting, we’ll be talking about some ideas 
for modifications to make the facility work better for us. Take a look and bring your 
ideas along.  
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